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JUDITH FARINA 
Petition 

Mr P.W. Andrews presented the following petition bearing two signatures - 
To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled.   

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Judith Farina and her family. 

Judith is aged 47.  She has an intellectual disability and until eighteen months ago lived with her mother 
in Armadale.  Mrs Farina was 75, and had cared for Judith for the past 19 years following the death of 
her husband.   

Two years ago Mrs Farina fell seriously ill.  She was diagnosed with terminal cancer.  She was finding 
it extremely difficult to continue caring for Judith and was very concerned about what would happen to 
Judith when she died.  She desperately wanted to see her settled in a group home.  She applied for 
accommodation support for her.  

Mrs Farina’s application was unsuccessful.  Over the coming months she applied three times for 
accommodation support for Judith without success.   

Eight months ago Mrs Farina died without being able to see her daughter settled, happy and safe in 
alternate care.   

This situation has had a devastating impact on Judith and her extended family.  A sister in Sydney took 
Judith to stay with her while their mother was desperately ill, but Judith was so homesick she was 
brought back home after a few months.  With her mother now gravely ill, Judith’s sister Marissa, in 
Huntingdale, took Judith in as an interim measure.  That was one year ago.   

Marissa’s life has been turned upside down.  Her family home and family life has had to completely 
change to centre on Judith’s needs.  Marissa has reached the point where she is battling to manage, with 
the maintenance of her health and family seriously at risk.  Other members of the family can see that the 
constant pressure of Judith’s care is taking a huge toll on Marissa and her family.  They do what they 
can to assist, but Judith and her family need supported accommodation for Judith. 

While Judith is a dearly loved family member, it was never expected that her sisters would be required 
to sacrifice their own families to care for her.  Their mother knew that her other children would be there 
for Judith, to advocate for her and include her in the extended family, but not to undertake the 
responsibility of her full time care. 

While Judith can do some things for herself, she requires ongoing assistance and support in many of the 
areas of daily living.  She attends Minbalup four days a week, which she enjoys.  She loves the shops 
but has no concept of money, assuming she can buy what she wants so long as there is some money in 
her purse.  She has a fixation on clothes, always worrying about whether she has enough.  She is a very 
demanding person to live with and care for.  She is very verbal and talks incessantly.  She is obsessive 
about her routines, insisting that she keep to them, getting increasingly agitated and persistent until she 
is able to do so.  

Judith and her entire family have been devastated by the lack of assistance for their mother and for 
them.  Last week they received their FIFTH rejection for funding for accommodation support for Judith.  
Their mother died waiting and now it seems that Marissa is being pushed towards sacrificing her mental 
and physical health and her family.  They are left wondering what has to happen for them to receive 
funding. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need.  

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need.  

The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with disabilities 
in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in activities during the 
day. 

[See petition No 87.] 
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